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SPRING 2010 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ, 
 
You’ll recall the story of Zacchaeus: the Jew Jesus met who’d 
been working for the hated Romans as a tax collector. It seems 
he’d hoped to be happy by becoming wealthy, even if that 
meant ripping off his neighbours. Meeting Jesus helped him 
see his life from a different perspective and he suddenly saw 
his life for what it really was. He acted. He gave back the 
profits he’d demanded and more. From having a life ruled by 
materialism, his became a life ruled by relationship begun with 
Jesus.  
 
The Pharisees pop up through the Gospels, often symbolising 
a twisted version of holiness. Whilst the Pharisees are 
presented as believing themselves to be in the right in all 
matters religious, Jesus also parodies them for their here-and-
now consumerism. They wear highly symbolic clothes, drawing 
everyone else’s attention to them; they pray for effect on the 
crowd in the Temple rather than from the heart to God; they 
expect the best seats in any gathering and so on.  
 
I’ve been thinking about the tension of living in our particular 
cultural, political and social world, as God-in-Christ did, and 
being part of it, as God-in-Christ was, yet not being 
compromised by it. In particular, there’s huge pressure on us to 
be materialists, consumers, in ways that so, so subtly conflict 
with being disciples of Jesus.  
 
Of course we’re all consumers, whether or not we are 
Christians. But we must keep asking, Does how I live, all the 
apparently small choices I make every day, point to Jesus 
Christ? Or, if someone looked at your life and mine 
dispassionately, would they say the driving force in our lives, 
our worship, were directed towards the idol of consumerism? 



 

 

There’s no better time in the church calendar than Lent to 
reassess our attachment to here-and-now stuff. Traditionally in 
Lent, Christians choose to deprive themselves of something(s) 
we’re ordinarily tempted to believe we need. We voluntarily 
strip our lives back.  
 
At the same time, we meditate (keep on pondering) how Jesus 
kept on choosing God’s non-consumerist way, despite 
sometimes wishing there were some other way to be Christ. 
Finally, on Good Friday, we remember how Jesus completely 
relinquished what he wanted so that God’s will could be done.  
 
If we deny ourselves in some way and instead, grapple with 
our desires and wants, we come a little closer to understanding 
the battle in each of us between what we want and what we 
need. That battle may be experienced as a physical/emotional 
craving, but it represents the spiritual battle in us between 
God-in-Christ and our selfish human nature.  
 
So if you’ve not already begun some kind of fast (giving up) for 
Lent, perhaps you could give yourself a bit of a holiday from 
buying food you don’t need, clothes you may or may not wear, 
or treats like wine or sweets you’ve come to regard as 
everyday necessities. Perhaps Lent is a time to learn again 
from Zacchaeus what’s really important in being fully human, 
like Jesus. 
 
Edmonde.   

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 

We would like to say a very big and grateful thank you to the 
family of Geoff and Joan Kirk who have generously enabled us 
to replace the downstairs pew cushions in the Chapel. 
 

OUTREACH 
 

As agreed during the Church Meeting in December 2009 the 
various organisations that were suggested by the Outreach 
Committee were sent donations from the Church just before 
Christmas. All the organisation/charities have now responded 
with thank you letters and updates on their work. The letters 
are on display in the Sunday school and the donations have 
been gratefully received. 
 
In these difficult economic times it is very easy to become 
inward looking but the plight of the various people that these 
organisations seek to help remain whatever the economic 
weather. But as the Tesco advert says ‘Every little helps’, this 
includes not only monetary donations but remembering, for 
example, to keep saving used stamps for the Leprosy Mission 
who raised well over £70,000 from recycling them last year!    
 
The Chernobyl Children’s Project enclosed a flyer with their 
letter looking for families who would like to host two children for 
two weeks. A group of 12 children are visiting the High Peak 
for one month between 26th July to 23rd August 2010. The 
children are usually diabetic but benefit greatly from a few 
weeks of uncontaminated food. A full programme of activities is 
provided. If you think you can help please contact Jane 
Skidmore on 01298 72278.  
    
Just by way of a recap the following donations were sent:- 



 

 

 
The Leprosy Mission £300, East Cheshire Hospice £300,Assist 
£250 ,Chernobyl Children’s Project £250, OMS £300 Nameste 
Napal £250 ,Village Aid £250, Charis House £300. 
 
 

2010 BUDGET 
 

I would like to share with you some of the statistics that 
became apparent to me when preparing the 2010 budget. 
 
The basic running costs of the church, before any exceptional 
work or building and land improvements and outreach grants, 
are approximately £800 per week or £1200 per week if the 
above referred costs are included.  
 
On the other side of the coin the average Sunday Offertory, so 
far this year, has been less than £400 per week. 
 
Time for reflection and consideration of the ongoing 
stewardship of our church. 
 
Cherry Shore, Treasurer.     
    
      

Hire the Sunday school 
 

The Sunday school hall can be hired at competitive rates. The 
new kitchen area and large car park are all included in the 
price. 
 
For further details or to book the hall please contact Denise on 
01663 759670.    
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CALENDAR of EVENTS: May-December 2010 
NB more events will be added through the year 

 
Church members’ meetings 19 May, 20 June, 21 July, 19 
September, 20 October, 21 November, 15 December 
 
Messy church 4p.m. 9 May, 13 June, 11 July, 12 Sept,  
10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec 
 
Bring and share lunches first Sunday of the month 
 
May  
Sat 1  10a.m-1200 coffee morning for Christian Aid Sat 
Sat 8  10.30am Cong. Fed. assembly, Leicester 
Thurs 13 10.30am-4pm  coffee / tea drop-in day,  
     1 Manners’ Close 
Thurs 20 8pm  Chinley prayer group 
Sat 22  7pm  silent auction and supper 
Sun 23   Pentecost 
 
June  
Sat 5    Cong. Fed. NW Area training day  
Sat 12  7pm  meal at the manse 
Thurs 17 8pm  Chinley prayer group 
 
 
July  
Sat 3 – Sun11  local wells dressing week 
Sun 4    church anniversary  
Thurs 8  )   chapel open, afternoon teas served 
Fri 9       ) 2-4p.m.  & watercolour paintings  
Sat 10    )    exhibition and sale 
Thurs 15 8pm  Chinley prayer group 

 
August 
Tues 24 - Sun 29   Gofrit youth camps 
September  
Sat 11  7.15pm quiz and supper 
 
October        
Sun 3    harvest festival services  
Sat 16   10.30am-1pm table top sale & café 
Sat 30  5pm  Chinley churches’ Light Party 
 
November  
Sat 13  10.30am Cong. Fed. NW Area assembly 
Sat 27   11am-2pm Christmas fair (previously known as  
     the November Sale) 
Sun 28   Advent Sunday and Re-dedication 
 
December  
Sun 19   Christmas festival services  
Sat 25  10.30am CHRISTMAS DAY worship 
Sun 26   NO services  
 
OFFERS to hold  coffee / tea times, themed parties (eg 
cosmetics, candles) etc. welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






 

 

By arrangement with the Minister  
 
“Whosoever receives one such child in my name receives me.” 

Matthew 18 v 5 
BAPTISMS 

 
December  

20th Xavier David ALGER, son of Stephanie and David 
January  

17th Thomas Henry LOMAS, son of Emma and Jonathan 
31st Louis George BAILEY, son of Alexandra and Richard 

 Isabella Rose BAILEY, daughter of Alexandra and  
 Richard 

 Amber Louise BAILEY, daughter of Shirley and Michael 
February 
14th Jack Albert HEATHCOTE, son of Lisa and Stuart 
 Alfie Steven Anthony HANCOCK, son of Tara & Michael 
 Joanne EATON to James Stewart HOBSON 
 

 
FUNERALS 

 

 
 

�
January 
25th Rachel Mary NAYLOR  

 

CALENDAR OF SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS 
Weekly meetings:  
Monday 10.30a.m.  Prayers and lunch at the manse 

1.15-3p.m. Toddlers’ group every week in term 
time (babies welcome) 

  8p.m. Bible study EXCEPT 2nd Mon. each month 
 

Friday  2-4p.m. Watercolour painting group 
 

Babies & Children are always welcome and catered for in the 
10.30a.m. family worship on Sundays. 
March  
3rd 7.30 for 8pm  Chinley churches’ Lent group 2 * 
6th & 7th   church weekend ‘at home’ * 
7th 10am  gathering for  
 10.30am family worship with communion  
   followed by bring and share lunch 
 6.30pm evening worship  
8th 7.30pm prayers for healing and communion 
10th  3.30-5.30pm Chinley p’y school parents’ evening –  
   serving drinks 
 7.30 for 8pm  Chinley churches’ Lent group 3 
11th 1200 noon Thursday Gathering lunch out 
 5-7pm  Chinley p’y school parents’ evening –  
   serving drinks 
14th   Mothering Sunday 
 10.30am family worship & Sunday school 
 6.30pm evening worship with communion 
15th 2-3.45pm needles and prayers group 
17th 7.30 for 8pm  Chinley churches’ Lent group 4 



 

 

18th 7.30pm church members’ AGM 
20th 10.30am-1pm   table top sale and café * 
 7pm  disco for special adults * 
21st 10.30am all age family worship in the main hall 
 12.30pm baptismal service 
 4pm  Messy church 
23rd 2-4pm  ladies’ fellowship: hand bell ringing 
24th  7.30 for 8pm Chinley churches’ Lent group 5 
25th 12.30pm  Thursday Gathering  
28th   Palm Sunday 

10.30am family worship & Sunday school, with  
   infant dedication 
 6.30pm evening worship 
29th tbc  last toddlers’ group before holidays 
April  
1st 6p.m.  Maundy Thursday meal & celebration * 
2nd 5p.m.  Good Friday service, Eccles Pike 
4th   EASTER  
 10.30am family worship with communion   
   followed by bring and share lunch 
 6.30pm evening worship with communion 
11th  10.30am family worship and Sunday school 
 6.30p.m. evening worship 
17th 7 for 7.30pm meal at the manse 
18th 10.30a.m. family worship and Sunday school 
 4p.m.  Messy church 
19th 1.15pm toddlers’ group recommences 
 2-3.45pm needles and prayers group 
22nd 12.30pm Thursday Gathering 
24th 10.30a.m. NW Area assembly, Lees St, Openshaw 
25th   Congregational Sunday 
 10.30am family worship and Sunday school 
 11.50am church members’ meeting 
 6.30pm evening worship 

27th 2-4pm  ladies’ fellowship: history of stained glass 
29th 7.30pm Edinburgh Woollen Mill fashion show * 
May 
1st 10am-1200 coffee morning for Christian Aid, WI hall 
2nd  10.30a.m. family worship with communion  
   followed by bring and share lunch 
 6.30p.m. evening worship 
3rd    no toddlers’ group  
   no Needles and Prayers group 
8th 10.30am CF assembly, Leicester 
 
 
 




 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  


