The LINK

FEBRUARY — APRIL 2009

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ,

This week, the time finally came for Trudy to go. It's been on
the cards for a while now, since | moved her and discovered
she was fatally damaged. As she took up a noticeable amount
of room, a decision for her to go was only sensible; but not to
be made without reminiscing. So I've remembered the reasons
for keeping her so long — but then I've acknowledged that
those reasons no longer apply; so she’s now in the bin.

Yet it's an occasion not to be passed without some comment,
even if usually that would only be to oneself or maybe a couple
of close family or friends.

Trudy was Andrew. | mean, when my parents gave her to me,
(I was then aged 7,) they'd presumed to know her gender and
name! However, | knew from the first moment | set eyes on her
that she was ‘Trudy'. | think she was given to replace Teddy,
by then so cuddled that she’d lost several eye replacements,
and only had some fur remaining because I'd dressed her in a
woollen dress and pants my Nana had knitted, and they
lessened the wear. Despite the clothes, she was worn
dangerously thin because | had, after all, shared my bed with
her from birth.

So Trudy arrived. She was much, much bigger than Teddy but
the three of us fitted together in bed, so that was fine. There
was certainly much more bear to cuddle, though she didn’t
travel quite so innocuously on holidays and such. Anyhow,
she’s long been redundant but kept for sentiment’s sake. Until
this week, that is. Like Teddy, she had a great deal of cuddling
and also wore to baldness. Though she never lost her eyes,
her fabric finally burst beyond repair and, horror of horror for



bears, she was leaking. So a decision for her to go had to be
made.

| can be ruthless getting rid of what | don’t feel is useful any
more if I've no sentimental attachment to it. At the same time,
I've quite a lot of sentimental attachment-alism. There are
items, including Trudy, that I've had since childhood that are no
earthly good to me any more but have been packed and re-
packed with every move I've had. (Actually, in my defence,
Trudy and Teddy have been to a number of school assemblies
where they've played fabulous parts as visual aids.) The truth
remains, | don’t need Trudy any more and | don’t need to have
her physically around to remember how | loved cuddling my
teddies as a child and know what a comfort that was for me.

Still, having realised she was fatally leaking, it's taken me
some weeks (No, it can’t be months!) to throw her in the bin.

It's led to my reflecting on how we sometimes cling to what
really is of no value; it can be so hard for us to let go of what,
to other people, seems worthless in the here and now. I’'m not
just talking about material possessions now, but about how
what we value is a reflection or an outward expression of our
spiritual life.

We're Christians. What's going on inwardly in our relationship
with God through Jesus shows in how we deal with the
outward, material stuff of life. They can’'t be separated. Walking
the way of Jesus, we aim to have what we believe to be central
to God at our centre too, as Jesus himself did. ‘Teddies’ have
their place, but not at the expense of life.

Edmonde.

IF YOU THINK YOU'RE BUSY

Moses was busy with his flock.

Saul was busy searching for his father’s lost beast
David was busy caring for his father’s sheep.

Elisha was busy ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen.
Nehemiah was busy in the palace of the king.

Amos was busy with his sheep.

Peter and Andrew were busy with their fishing.
James and John were busy with their nets.

Matthew was busy collecting taxes.

Paul was busy persecuting Christians.

God never goes to the lazy or the idle when he needs
something doing.

When he wants a worker, he does what you do — he finds a
worker.

When he wants a great servant, he calls a busy man.

If you think you're busy, watch out!

7N “~NEEDLES AND PRAYERS GROUP

We meet on the 1st and 3™ Monday of the month in the
Thornsett room from 2-4 p.m. We welcome any new members.

The Neonatal Unit at stepping Hill hospital has asked us to knit
coats and hats for premature babies, also blankets size 2 x 3
feet. If you would like to knit these items but cannot get to the
group please let me know on 01663 750941.

Dawn Newling
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HARVEST 2009

You may have seen from the events diary that this year we are
planning a harvest festival with a difference (although of course
we shall continue with the usual collection for the ‘Booth
Centre’

The proposal is to have a harvest celebratory meal from our
own home grown produce. So do you have a few square yards
(or should that be metres? Ed.) of your garden to spare? We
would use vegetables that are easy to cultivate and do not
require a lot of attention, such as potatoes, carrots, Swedes,
beetroot, courgettes, onions, shallots, leeks, runner beans or
whatever you feel able to grow. The surplus would be sold
after the meal for the ‘Booth Centre’. We can provide help with
the purchase of seeds and cultivation advice. If you would like
to grow something but cannot physically be involved help is
also at hand.

Spring is just around the corner, so please let me know as
soon as possible what you would like to grow so that | can
coordinate production. Let us grow together - it will be a
rewarding experience.

Cherry

IN YER FACE

Thank you to all who supported the week-long residence of In
Yer Face Christian drama group in Chapel-en-le-Frith High
School in November 2008.

They led the week’s assemblies, 16 lessons (RE and drama),
and gave an evening performance of their current show.

Pupils and staff welcomed them warmly and were all
challenged to think about the Christian faith and their own
response. Many took the opportunity to talk to the team at
lunchtimes and some have since joined church groups.

NOVEMBER SALE

ALTHOUGH the next November Sale is almost a year away,
some members have volunteered already to take responsibility
for a stall. Thank you.

They will be holding events in their homes to collect items to
stock their stalls. Look out for details!

If you haven’t yet volunteered but would also like to be
responsible for a stall, please speak to Rosie Harding or Marie
Brickell. They're open to suggestions for stalls we’ve not yet
had at Chinley Chapel as well as familiar stalls.

EVENT ADVERTISING

THANK YOU to Di and Gary Trimble for agreeing to take
responsibility for advertising church events in the Advertiser.
Please give them the details if an event you're organising
needs this publicity



FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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By arrangement with the Minister

“Whosoever receives one such child in my name receives me.”
Matthew 18 v 5

BAPTISMS Q
November L))

23 Joshua Ethan BOOTH, son of Vicky
Kiedis Hallam Stuart KING, son of Vicki and Trevor

December

21%  Lily BUCKLER, daughter of Clare and Scott
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November \\

22"% | ouise Clare GRIFFITHS to Graham James GREGORY
December

13" Helen HEYES to Antony Michael LIMER

27" Hollie Anna MANSFIELD to Daniel John STANSFIELD
January 2009

4 Gail Ann MARSHALL to Mark Paul WESTON

&

WEDDINGS
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FUNERALS

November

6™  Muriel HOWE neé HALLAM, aged 88 years
December

4™ Neville Dudley COTTERILL, aged 62 years
January

19" John Charles HUDSON, aged 89 years
29" Amelia (Millie) WILSON, aged 91 years




Weekly meetings: g 1 10.30a.m.  family worship with communion followed

CALENDAR OF SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS et March
-, ‘3:;"@_:\“352:\
Monday 10.30a.m.  Prayers and lunch at the manse{ by bring and share lunch

/)- -v"‘;

1.15-3p.m. Toddlers’ group every week in terny” 6.30p.m. worship
time (babies welcome) 2" 2-4p.m. Needles & Prayers
8p.m. Bible study EXCEPT 2" Mon. each month 3" 2p.m. CelF Lent group week 1, St Thomas
Becket (Becket room)
Friday 2-4p.m. Watercolour painting group 5 7.30 for 8p.m. Chinley Lent group week 2, St Mary’s
room; starting with puddings
Children are always welcome and catered for in the 10.30a.m. 6" Women's World Day of Prayer services:
family worship on Sundays. 2.15p.m. Brlerley Green Congregatlonall Church
with speaker Rev. May Gladwin
February N 7p.m. quan Catholic.church, 'CeIF
1st  10.30a.m.  family worship with communion followed . 7pm. Strictly Fun Family Dancing
by bring and share lunch 8 10.30a.m. famlly.worshlp led by members
6.30p.m. worship N 6.30p.m. Wors_hlp led by Rev. Don Qpenshaw
oM 24pm, Needles & Prayers 9 7.30p.m. service qf prayers for healing &
6"-g" church weekend away " communion
gth NO morning service 10 2p.m. CelF Lent group week 2, St Thomas
6.30p.m. worship N Becket (Becket room)
o"  7.30p.m.  service of prayers for healing & 11 7p.m. deacons’ / trustees’ meeting
communion 12 1-3p.m. Thursday Gathering
11t 7p.m. deacons’ / trustees’ meeting 7.30 for 8p.m. Chinley Lgnt group Wegk 3, St Mary’s
12" 1-3p.m. Thursday Gathering N room; starting with puddings
15" 10.30a.m.  family worship led by Elisabeth Sweeney 157 10.30am.  family worship
6.30p.m.  worship led by members 12.30p.m.  baptismal service
16" 2-4p.m. Needles & Prayers N 6.30p.m. worship with communion
22" 10.30a.m.  family worship in the Sunday school 16~ 2-4p.m. Needles & Prayers
11.50a.m.  church members’ meeting 17" 2p.m. ladies’ fellowship
6.30p.m. worship 2p.m. CelF Lent group week 3, St Thomas
26™  1-3p.m. Thursday Gathering Becket (Becket room)

th
7.30 for 8p.m. Chinley Lent group week 1, St Mary’s 18th 7.45p.m. chur_ch AGM and EGM ,
room:; starting with puddings 19 7.30 for 8p.m. Chinley Lent group week 4, St Mary’s

t 2
27" 7.30 for 8p.m. Body Shop party , the manse 21°%  10a.m.-1p.m. Table Top Sale and Café



22nd

241"

26th

29t

3lSt

12th

18th

Mothering Sunday

10.30a.m.  family worship in the Sunday school

6.30p.m. worship

2p.m. CelF Lent group week 4, St Thomas
Becket (Becket room)

12.30p.m.  Thursday Gathering: meal out

7.30 for 8p.m. Chinley Lent group week 5, St Mary’s
room; starting with puddings

10.30a.m.  family worship led by members

6.30p.m. family worship led by members

2p.m. CelF Lent group week 5, St Thomas
Becket (Becket room)

April
7.15 for 7.30p.m.  Quiz and Hot Supper
Palm Sunday
10.30a.m.  family worship
6.30p.m. worship
10a.m.-12 noon Drama Club (Chinley & Buxworth
churches)
Maundy Thursday
6p.m. Passion Plays, WI hall, Chinley
6.45p.m. hot supper, WI hall, Chinley
7.30p.m. informal communion, WI hall, Chinley
Good Friday
10.30a.m.  CelF churches united worship, St Thomas
Becket
5p.m. Chinley & Buxworth united worship, Eccles
Pike

Easter Sunday
10.30a.m.  family worship with communion
6.30p.m. worship with communion
4p.m. wedding

19th

23I’d

26"

10.30a.m.
11.50a.m.

6.30p.m.
1-3p.m.

10.30a.m.

10.30a.m.

6.30p.m.

10.30a.m.

6.30p.m.

10.30a.m.
10.30a.m.

worship

family worship in Sunday school

church members’ meeting

worship

Thursday Gathering

North West Area (Cong. Fed.) assembly,
Stalybridge

family worship led by John MacMillan
worship led by members

May
family worship with communion
worship
Cong. Fed. national assembly, Harrogate
family worship



Other Dates to Note for 2009

Church members’ meetings: 19/4, 20/5, 21/6, 22/7, 16/9,
18/10, 18/11, 13/12 2010: 20/1, 21/2, 17/3 AGM

Sunday meetings will follow coffee after morning worship.
Wednesday meetings will start at 7.30p.m.

Church Anniversary 28" June

Wells dressing week. The chapel will open for cream teas
July 4™ & 5™ 8M-12" inclusive, 2-4p.m., with an exhibition of
art by pupils of Chapel-en-le-Frith high school.

Harvest 13" September, 10.30a.m. worship , followed by
shared lunch then an auction of produce . Funds raised will
go to the Booth Centre, Manchester. There will be NO evening
service. START GROWING produce now! For help and/or
seeds, see Tim Shore.

Table Top Sale & Café Saturday 3" October, 10a.m.-1p.m.
(organiser: Cathy Ellis)

Quiz & Curry Saturday 7" November, 7.15p.m. for 7.30p.m.
(organiser: Steve Gill)

Live Nativity in the chapel grounds, Sunday 20™ December,
4p.m. followed by food (shepherds’ pie)



