Chinley Chapel Link

ADVENT EDITION - 2009

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ,

| wonder when you last learned something? I'm hoping your
answer will be something like, ‘Today, actually! It's just coming
up to 10a.m. as | write, and I'm pleased to realise that I've
already learned some new things today.

In fact, as human beings we’re constantly taking in new
information, learning new skills, asking new questions. Over
the past couple of years we’ve had to learn PIN numbers and
how to use them; we’re perhaps learning how to access the
internet, or how to tend a plant unfamiliar to us. We may
learning to adapt with less mobility, restricted eyesight, or
without a beloved partner or friend.

It’s difficult to remain involved in society and not be learning,
although we might not want to have to learn some things we’re
pretty much forced to; and sometimes we’ll struggle and even
fail, at least initially. But hopefully, the overall excitement and
sense of achievement in learning outweighs the negative.

Steve’s current bedtime reading is a book | gave him earlier in
the year and because he was so obviously enjoying it, I've
persuaded him to read his nightly chunk aloud. So we’re
chuckling, musing and learning together with Terry Walton’s
‘My Life on a Hillside Allotment’. For those of you who don’t
know (- put it on today’s list of ‘stuff I've learned’!!) Terry has a
regular allotment gardening slot on Radio 2’s Jeremy Vine
show. So we’re learning his and his father’s vegetable growing
tips as well as new recipe ideas from Anthea, his wife, which is
all enlightening and entertaining.

In all this learning, though, it can be tempting to yearn for a
break from it and have spaces when we don’t have to think, to
feel challenged, to work. So I'm wondering if ‘switching off’ is a



great temptation for we Christians when we come together
before God, whether for Sunday worship or to discern God’s
will for us in church meeting; or, indeed, in figuring out how to
live our lives as Christians in a non-Christian world.

Are we still learning about our God? Our faith? Working at
soaking up the Bible, which reveals God working through
others as they learn, often with struggles, how to discern God’s
will for them, in their time, in their lives? Are we excited about
growing in our relationship with Jesus?

Or are we still relying on stories learned in childhood, with a
child’s understanding of them? Are we cosy in familiar patterns
of worship, so that we resist greater knowing and greater
praise of God? Are we excited about being a real threat to
what Paul calls ‘the wiles of the devil.... (able to stand) against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers...
the spiritual forces of evil’ (Ephesians 6:11-12) as we build an
alternative, Christ-centred kingdom? Or does that sound like
too much hard work?

As our Christian year turns, we’ll again remember the new
beginnings presented in the Christmas story. Will you pray with
me that we find a new understanding in it? As we start next
calendar year, will you be excited to be a worshipping,
learning, kingdom-building Christian with others? Will you be a
‘Growing Disciple’ and come to share the new Congregational
Federation course for churches wanting to grow?

As we welcome God-among-us, cradled in our human arms,
may we embrace God-in-us, cradled in our lives.

Edmonde.

Administration
Although the whole process took several years: closing some
of the small charities and consolidating the accounts,
drawing up a church constitution and concurrently updating the
church’s charity Scheme, and starting to present our Annual
Report in the format which will be required once we have to
register the whole church as a charity, has meant that we're
seen as blazing a trail amongst churches of the Congregational
Federation.

A new model trust has been sent to Cong. Fed. churches who
use Cong. Fed. Ltd. as their church trustees, and we have
been able to allay some folks’ unease about some of the
requirements of the Charity Commission, reflected in the model
trust, by sharing the solutions we found in complying with those
requirements, whilst remaining Congregational in structure and
practise.

So, well done us!!

THE BOOTH CENTRE CHRISTMAS APPEAL

As part of the Church’s outreach we are supporting the Booth
Centre’s Christmas appeal for homeless people. Please help
by donating Men’s socks, toiletries, woolly hats and gloves,
cakes, biscuits, fruit and money.

These will be gratefully received by the Centre.



Charity Christmas Cards

One way to ensure that 100% of the cost of the cards is given
to Charity is by buying them from Sreepur Village Charity in
Bangladesh. Women who are destitute mothers make the
cards and paper that the Charity produces.

When buying charity cards on the high street look closely at
the price paid and the percentage that actually goes to charity.
The ‘Scrooge Award’ this year went to the London based
‘Cards Galore’; Harrods and Fenwick also give very little.
Tesco cards are so cheap that only 2.75p per pack goes to
charity.

Unfortunately, only 2% of the purchase price needs to be given
to Charity to qualify as a ‘Charity’ card. However, for
information on Charities Advisory Trust Card Aid Shops see
www.cardaid.co.uk.

Cherry Shore
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CAROL SINGING a0

On the 17" December 2009 at 11.am we will be singing Carols
at Blyth House. There will be five Carols with some Bible
readings and prayers. It is lovely to share the message of
Christmas with the community, so if you would like to take part
please let Marie know.
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This has been moved to Thursday 18™ March 2010. Please
would you note the change in your in your diaries.



TROTTY VECK
Toby Veck was a messenger. He was called Trotty from his
pace; a weak spare old man; but a Hercules in his good
intentions.
He loved to earn his money. He delighted to believe that he
was worth his salt. With an eighteen —penny message in hand,
his courage, always high, rose higher; and he had perfect faith
in his ability to deliver, no matter how difficult the errand or how
complicated the route.

Trotty’s headquarters were in a sheltered niche of a church
wall, and his dearest friends — the inspiration of his life — were
the chimes which measured off the record of his working
hours. Wind and rain or a fall of snow only increased his
courage, made him more anxious to be helpful in his calling as
a ‘common carrier’. Trotty was an optimist; a messenger of
cheer. You and | can be messengers of cheer: we can be
Trotty Vecks.

Trotty Vecks are men and women, who, having a wide vision
and cheerful disposition themselves, have it in their hearts to
give cheer and courage to others — to send a message of
‘good tidings’ wherever the postmen of the world carry their
letters.

From ‘The Chimes’ by Charles Dickens.

By arrangement with the Minister
“Whosoever receives one such child in my name receives me.”

— Matthew 18 v 5
>
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September

6™ Theo Jonathan James MARTIN, son of Anna and Craig
Francesca Louise SMITH, daughter of Josephine and
Jonathan

October

4™ Harry Dexter HALLWORTH, son of Elaine and Glen

25" Nathaniel Sebastian GILL

November

8"  Charlotte Grace and Hannah Eve SEMPLE, daughters
of Julie and Andrew

22" Allanya Autumn LUND, daughter of Rebecca and
Stephen
Joshua James LOUTHAN, son of Sarah and James
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&) WEDDINGS

BAPTISMS

September

5 Nicola Joyce WRIGLEY to Christopher John HACKNEY
Emily Jane SALISBURY to Robert GORE

12" Rebecca Elizabeth DEVANNY to Benjamin David
TIMPERLEY
Joanne EATON to James Stewart HOBSON

FUNERALS
October
12" Margaret Mary JONES, aged 66 years
30" David Ross LAKIE, aged 36 years




CALENDAR OF SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS
Weekly meetings:

Monday 10.30a.m.  Prayers and lunch at the manse
1.15-3p.m. Toddlers’ group every week in term
time (babies welcome)
8p.m. Bible study EXCEPT 2" Mon. each month
Friday 2-4p.m. Watercolour painting group

Children are always welcome and catered for in the 10.30a.m.
family worship on Sundays.

November
29th
10.30a.m.
6.30p.m.
December
6"  10.30a.m.
6.30p.m.
7 2-4p.m
8" 7p.m.
o"  7p.m.
10" 12.30p.m.
13" 10.30a.m.
11.50a.m.
4p.m.
15" tha
14" 7.30p.m.
17" 11a.m.
8p.m.

Advent and Re-dedication Sunday

all age family worship with communion, in
the Sunday school hall; followed by bring
and share lunch

evening worship with communion

family worship with communion, led by
Rev. Brian Grist and Sunday school
followed by bring and share lunch
worship led by Rev. Brian Grist
Needles and Prayers group

Chinley village Advent service with tree
lighting

deacons’ / trustees’ meetings
Gathering: carol singing

family worship

church members’ meeting

Messy church

ladies’ fellowship Christmas lunch
prayers for healing and communion
carol singing at Blythe House

Chinley prayer group, St Mary’s room

family worship and Sunday school

live Nativity and meal

carol singing at the Cross Keys, Chapel
Milton

family worship
family service with carols

family worship with communion
bring and share tea

Epiphany café style worship, main hall
toddlers’ group recommences
Needles and Prayers group

open meeting to set church calendar
dates: Thornsett room

family worship and Sunday school
Messy church

prayers for healing and communion
Gathering: new year’s party

family worship and Sunday school
worship with communion

Needles and Prayers group

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
prayers and lunch, St Mary’s

church members’ meeting

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
prayers and lunch, Chinley Chapel
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
prayers and breakfast, St Mary’s
family worship and Sunday school
worship

ladies’ fellowship: quiz and beetle drive
Gathering

20™  10.30a.m.
4p.m.
24™  10p.m.
25" Christmas Day
10.30a.m.
27" 10.30a.m.
January 2010
3% 10.30a.m.
5.45p.m.
6.30p.m.
4™ 1.15-3p.m.
2-4p.m.
5" 7p.m.
10" 10.30a.m.
4p.m.
11" 7.30p.m.
14" 12.30p.m.
17" 10.30a.m.
6.30p.m.
18" 2-4p.m.
19" 12 noon
20" 7.30p.m.
215" 12 noon
239 tha
24™  10.30a.m.
6.30p.m.
26™  2-4p.m.
28™  12.30p.m.
31%  10.30a.m.

6.30p.m.

family worship and Sunday school
worship



February

10 2-4p.m.

7" 10.30a.m.
6.30p.m.

8"  7.30p.m.

11" 12.30p.m.

14" 10.30a.m.
4p.m.

15" half term:
2-4p.m.

21%  10.30a.m.
11.50a.m.
6.30p.m.

22" 1.15p.m.

239 2-4p.m.

25M  12.30p.m.

27" 3p.m.

28" 10.30a.m.
6.30p.m.

March

1% 2-4p.m.

6th & 7th

7" 10.30a.m.
6.30p.m.

Needles and Prayers group

family worship with communion and
Sunday school followed by

bring and share lunch

worship

prayers for healing and communion
Gathering

family worship and Sunday school
Messy church

no toddlers’ group

Needles and Prayers

family worship and Sunday school
church members’ meeting

worship with communion

toddlers’ group recommences
ladies’ fellowship with Sandra Morgan
Gathering

wedding

family worship and Sunday school
worship

Needles and Prayers group

Church weekend

family worship with communion and
Sunday school followed by

bring and share lunch

worship

With love and festive wishes to all our friends at Chinley

) Chapel. )
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Christmas love and blessings to the Chinley Chapel family.
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Lorna and Don Borland
Wish everyone at Chinley Chapel and their families

Joy and Peace at Christmas and many good things in the
coming year.

To all at Chinley Chapel; wishing you a peaceful Christmas.
Much love, Cathy, Martin, James and Philip
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To all of our friends at Chinley Chapel we wish you and yours a
very happy Christmas followed by a new year that brings us all
a more peaceful and loving world.

Nick and Sandra xx
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Joy to the World
A baby is born /(-‘
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Peace to you all N

At this Christmas time.
From Ray & Jean

May God’s eternal peace and everlasting love be yours this
Christmas.
Love Rosie x

May you all have a truly blessed Christmas
Edmonde, Steve, Zoé&, Freya & Nathaniel



